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(A) Smith-Zimmerman telecon of August 13 

(B) Smith-Rondon and Smith-Gamble telecons of August 1 6 

Embassy was unofficially advised by Foreign Ministry evening 
of Aug 13 that latter informed by Third Corps headquarters in 
Cordoba that as of Aug 16 Father Weeks would no longer be held 
incomunicado . Thus, Ministry indicated. Embassy could probably 
have consular access to him sometime afternoon of Aug 16. 
Ministry officials promised to confirm this officially morning 
of Aug 16. In the event, however, they were unable to confirm 
as quickly as expected. Apparently they had to wait on Third 
I Corps Commander General Menendez to give go ahead. Embassy too 
tried to establish contact with Menendez and finally succeeded 
late in afternoon. At 1800 Menendez informed Embassy that 
consular officer could visit Father Weeks next day. Menendez 
also indicated Father Weeks would be expelled from country within 
next few days. 
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[””"2. Shortly thereafter. Foreign Ministry, which apparently ] 

had gotten through to Menendez *s office about same time 
as we had, called to advise us that Weeks was to be 
expelled, possibly as early as Aug 18. Details and 
circumstances of expulsion, however, remained unclear. 

Ministry also confirmed consular access. 

3. Morning of Aug 17, Consular officer Whitman and bodyguards 
flown to Cordoba aboard attache aircraft by Air and Naval 
Attaches. Whitman was able to visit Father Weeks just 
after noon and found latter in good health. Weeks was 
still in custody of police, though his case in hands of 


Army. 

4. Subsequent to consular visit, Whitman advised by military 
authorities that they wished to release Weeks immediately 
provided he could travel to Buenos Aires with Whitman. 

Weeks was to leave country within some 48 hours, but as he 
was not to he in custody meanwhile and as Embassy was not 
made responsible for his departure, this was to amount to a 
form of voluntary departure. Weeks himself had already expressed 
to Whitman his willingness to depart Argentina ASAP. Only docu- 
ment Whitman was asked to sign was one indicating Weeks had 
been turned over in state of normal physical and mental health. 
Whitman consulted with Embassy by phone. Embassy advised him 
to sign document and return to Buenos Aires with Weeks immediately. 

| A s of 1700 Aug 17, Embassy assumes they are en route from Cordob a. | 
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5. Arrangements now being made to get Weeks on flight 
back to US within next 36 hours . Until departure , he 
probably will remain at Little Company of Mary hospital. 
Cable with details of departure will follow tomorrow. 

6. Privacy Act restrictions : Weeks orally authorized 

Embassy and Dept to discuss his case with next of kin, 
legal representative and Senators or Congressmen. To 
press, however, he authorized release limited to statement 
that he is in good health. 

7. Comment: Embassy has definite impression that at this 

point GQA's main preoccupation is to avoid any allegations 
of torture in Weeks’ case. So far, we have no evidence to 
suggest that he was tortured or physically abused. We will 
reserve final judgment, however, until we have had a chance 
to talk to him in private. 
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